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Terentianus Maurus’s comment ‘Habent sua fata libelli’ is often used to
describe the fate of the Bibliotheca Palatina, the former book collections
from Heidelberg transported to Rome via Munich during the Thirty-Years
War.1 Pope Gregory V received the most important Calvinist library in
Germany as a gift requested from the Bavarian Duke (and then Elector)
Maximilian I.2 The German, Greek and Latin manuscripts were eventually
arranged in separate collections (Pal. Germ., Pal. Graec., Pal. Lat.), while
the printed books were added to the general holdings (mainly, however,
re-collected as Stampati Palatini).3 It would appear, therefore, that the
Bibliotheca Palatina is a well-defined collection – but a closer investigation
shows a quite different picture (Fig. 1).

The Bibliotheca Palatina:
a scattered library reconstruced

elmar mittler
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Figure 1 Overview of the dispersal of the Bibliotheca Palatina
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the palatina in heidelberg

Leone Allacci, a Greek scribe in the Vatican Library, wrote proudly back
to Rome that he had been sent to Heidelberg to bring back one library but
he had succeeded in securing three. Besides the library on the galleries of
the Holy Ghost Church (sometimes referred to as the Bibliotheca Palatina
or Pfälzische Landbibliothek), he had access to the Castle Library and to
the libraries of the University. So it is a fact that the Bibliotheca Palatina as
we know it today is a construction that resulted from the transportation to
Rome of three libraries. Nevertheless, in a certain sense it was also a unity
in Heidelberg: Elector Ludwig III (1410–1436) signed a first decree in 1421
to the effect that his books should be brought from the Castle to the Holy
Ghost Church for the use of members of the University; this decision was
renewed in 1436, and carried out after his death in 1438.4 This was the
start ing point of a great and famous library, significantly enlarged on many
occasions over the following two centuries.

The most important addition was due to the Elector Ottheinrich
(1556–1559). This ambitious person5 assembled a huge library, well-known
on account of its bindings. They normally show his image and his super ex-
libris device ‘M(it) D(er) Z(eit)’ – Latin: cum tempore. Many books from
the former Castle Library are bound in bindings with his portrait, some -
times also books belonging to his predecessors. Ottheinrich stated in his
last will6 that to build and improve the library is to follow the example of
emperors and kings from antiquity. In this extraordinary document he
assigns a regular budget of 50 taler for the acquisition of new books at
both Frankfurt Fairs, in spring and in autumn. In 1556 he gave the main
part of this Castle Library to the Holy Ghost Church. It was long sup -
posed that they would remain there only during the rebuilding of the
Castle, but Wolfgang Metzger7 has argued convincingly that it is likely
that it was done on purpose, that is, in order to strengthen the Holy Ghost
Library for the benefit of both the University and the Lutheran Reforma -
tion which he had introduced in the Palatinate. Ottheinrich also began to
remove books from monasteries and give them to the Heidelberg collec -
tions, mainly from the former Royal Abbey of Lorsch. His successor
Friedrich III, who became a Calvinist, did even more. Starting with
Otthein  rich and increasingly during the Calvinist period, the rich holdings
of the Holy Ghost Library were used by editors and printers of the Bible
and the Church Fathers, as well as editors of Latin and Greek authors. The
library thus became an important weapon in the ongoing confessional
strifes of the sixteenth century. Commelinus,8 a Genevan pupil of the
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famous printer Henricus Stephanus II,9 was one of these Heidelberg
scholar-printers. The Greek and Hebrew manuscripts belonging to Huld -
ricus Fugger10 were the most important sources for Commelinus’s
publica tions. A Calvinist, Fugger had left his home town of Augsburg in
1564. His library was moved to the Holy Ghost Church in Heidelberg in
1567. An active publishing policy made the Heidelberg collections well
known all over Europe, and Jan Gruter,11 the last librarian of the library in
the Holy Ghost Church, was the most important text editor of the day,
working with Friedrich Sylburg,12 who catalogued the Greek manuscripts.
In 1617, Gruter delivered duplicates of the Holy Ghost Church Library to
the Collegium Sapientiae,13 which shows how close the ties were between
the libraries in Heidelberg.

Gruter had his private collection brought to the galleries of the Holy
Ghost Church before he left Heidelberg, in order to protect it from loot -
ing in case the town was captured – only to see it partly removed from
there to Rome by Allacci, not only for the Pope but also for himself.
Frederick V of the Palatinate had accepted the Crown of Bohemia in 1619,
but he lost the battle at the White Hill near Prague in November 1620, and
Heidelberg was captured by Tilly on 15 September 1622. This gave the
oppor tunity to transport the Heidelberg libraries to Rome, the starting
point for the Bibliotheca Palatina as we know it.

It is of great interest to try to understand the origins of these mixed
collections in the Vatican Library. But let us investigate a small mystery
first. We know that Elector Ruprecht I ordered a manuscript of the World
Chronicle (Weltchronik) by Rudolf von Ems, which had been completed in
1365 by Johannes von Speyer, but this item cannot be found in Rome. The
mystery was solved by sheer luck. There is a copy of the Weltchronik in the
former collection of Donaueschingen, which was bought by the State of
Baden-Württemberg and partly given to the Badische Landes bibliothek in
Karlsruhe (Fürstenberg Ms 79). We can read on the rear of the front cover
that this work has to be given back to ‘Heiligen berg’, but if one looks
carefully one will see that this has been corrected from ‘Heidelberg’. The
manuscript was borrowed by Margarete of Savoy in Stuttgart in 1461 and
was never brought back to Heidelberg.14 The earliest item from the Castle
Library in the Palatina is Cod. Pal. Germ. 24 (now in the University
Library in Heidelberg) with 65 homilies by Bertolt von Regensburg,
which was written for Elisabeth of Namur, the first wife of Ruprecht I, in
1370.15 The Weltchronik may have been a sign of the magni ficence of the
Elector, but the book of homilies was certainly a reflection of the personal

The Bibliotheca Palatina: a scattered library reconstructed
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religious beliefs of his wife. There is significant evidence of the courtly life
of Heidelberg such as the dedication image to Elector Philip the Upright
in Cod. Pal. Germ. 87, the novel Die Kinder von Limburg by Johann von
Soest,16 but there is also evidence of humanistic interests such as the Virgil
manuscript written and illuminated in Heidelberg (Cod. Pal. Lat. 1632).17
There are also many personal relics, ranging from the Latin grammar of
Frederick I (Cod. Pal. Lat. 1811)18 to the exercises in Latin-German trans -
lation by Frederick V (Cod. Pal. Lat. 1867).19

Our knowledge of the provenances has been improved through the
recent new cataloguing of the Palatina manuscripts, in Rome as well as in
Heidelberg.20 The holdings of and for the University form the third largest
part of the Palatina manuscripts, after the collections of the Electors and
of Huldrich Fugger. We find the main literature used in the four faculties,
valuable evidence of the intellectual life of the University. There are
commentarii, miscellanea and collectanea, disputationes, etc., partly written in
the hand of professors in Heidelberg such as Erhard Knab and Matthias
Widmann von Kemnath21 (Fig. 2).
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The bindings of the printed books are a mirror of dynastic magnifi -
cence, of religious attitudes and of personal preferences, as Ilse Schunke
showed in her detailed study of the Vatican Palatina holdings.22 Frederick
III ordered his first bindings from Petrus Betz, the bookbinder favoured
by his predecessor Ottheinrich23 (Fig. 3), but a Huguenot, Guillaume
Plunion, then became ‘relieur d´électeur’ (Fig. 4), when Frederick had
converted to Calvinism.24 One can see the difference immediately: French
paperboard bindings replace the German wooden ones; and there are
coats-of-arms instead of portraits as super ex-libris, in conformity with the
the commandment ‘Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image’. The
bindings of his successor Ludwig VI, a Lutheran, show his image again in
the form of the ‘Wittenberg cover’,25 in a wooden binding. The plentiful
supply of bindings was a consequence of the instruction given to Allacci,
signed by the Librarian of the Vatican, the Cardinal of Santa Susanna, that

The Bibliotheca Palatina: a scattered library reconstructed
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he should keep all bindings with coats-of-arms, inscriptions and informa -
tion about the Electors and other Princes.26 For this reason, the heavy
wooden covers on manuscripts were removed and have been lost, but the
printed works are normally in their original form, as testified by the
splendid bindings for Fugger and the modest half-leather bindings of his
physician, Achilles Pirmin Gasser.27
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Figure 4 Binding made by Guillaume
Plunion for Frederic III, 1571
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the palatina in rome

The transportation of the Palatina was a logistical masterpiece. It went on
from February 1622 to August 1623. The contents of the 184 boxes were
carefully registered. Unfortunately, the original lists have not survived, but
the alphabetical index28 with the title and the cassa number, which was also
written on the front cover or on the first page (if the binding had been
removed) of every item. These numbers are unmistakable evidence of
Heidel berg provenance (Fig. 5). This evidence is crucial because the collec -
tion was dispersed within the Vatican Library and among other libraries

The Bibliotheca Palatina: a scattered library reconstructed
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cover of a book (‘C 153’)
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after its arrival in Rome. Maximilian of Bavaria tried to avoid the dispersal
by having a printed ex-libris (Fig. 6) made for a proposed ‘Bibliotheca
Gregoriana’,29 but unfortunately only a small number of these ex-libris had
been applied before the removal, and Gregory XV died before the boxes
arrived in Rome. However, his successor Urban VIII built a new
extension to the Vatican Library for the Palatina. So the German, Latin
and Greek manuscripts30 and some printed works in German31 were
brought into these new rooms, while some Latin32 and the Arabic,33

Hebrew34 and Slavonic35 manuscripts from the Palatina were spread
through  out the manuscript collections of the Vaticana. A separate group
of books consisting of heretical literature was given to the Inquisition in
September 1625.36 In April and May 1625 we still find lists of donations of
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duplicates set up by Carlo Barberini, the bibliophile brother of Urban
VIII.37 Many of these copies were from Heidelberg. Ilse Schunke gives a
description of some of these items.38 Analysing the documents and lists
carefully, and checking the shelves of the Barberini collection, which has
been part of the Vatican Library since 1902, I was able to add many items
which are now included in the microfiche edition.39 In 1665, Alexander
VII gave an extensive number of Vatican Library duplicates to his nephew
Cardinal Flavio Chigi;40 this Library was bought by the Vatican in
December 1922. The number of identified Palatina volumes can be further
increased.41

It is much more difficult to detect Palatina items in the historical
collections of the Biblioteca Universitaria Alessandrina in Rome. Pope
Alexander VII founded the University in 1660 and donated duplicates
from the Vatican Library to its library in 1666.42 Most volumes, however,
have been rebound so that so far I could detect only three volumes with
their original bindings and the cassa number.43 The largest collection of
Palatina prints from the Vatican Library is in the Biblioteca Casanatense.
The Dominicans were responsible for the Inquisition. Their library seems
to have been transferred to the Casanatense, in particular the collection of
heretical literature, which, as has been mentioned, Urban VIII delivered
to the Officium Sanctum. The books were not part of the Library itself but
were stored in the rooms of the archive of the Officium,44 to which
ordinary users did not have access. As a result, many of the bindings are in
perfect condition.45 The search for items from the Palatina in the
Casanatense has not yet been completed. The provisional list of the shelf-
marks of the books which have been identified through the research of 
P. Quilici and myself are given in the catalogue of the microfiche edition.46

Margherita Palumbo is carrying on with this investigation. Based on the
bindings it was also possible to detect some dispersed Palatina items in the
Biblioteca Angelica in Rome,47 in the abbey of S. Michele on the island of
Procida,48 and in the Biblioteca Nazionale in Naples.49

Besides the Vatican Library, the most important owner of former
Palatina books was Allacci himself. He transported 12 boxes to Rome in
addition to the 184 boxes for the Pope. In his last will he bequeathed them
to the Collegium Graecum in Rome for the use of its students. The
collection was later partly sold; some of these items are now in the Vatican
Library, having arrived there by a number of different paths.50 But there
are still at least about 140 volumes from Allacci’s acquisitions in Heidel -
berg in the Collegio Greco in Rome (Fig. 7), all included in the microfiche
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edition.51 It has been said again and again that Allacci took for himself the
first part of the Lorsch Gospel, but the evidence for this does not seem to me
to be reliable. After many adventures, the ivory plate of the binding came
to the Victoria and Albert Museum, London, while the first part of the
text is in the Bibliotheca Batthyányi in Alba Julia (Romania).

The search for additional Palatina items is very much like detective
work. You are lucky if you discover documents, lists or catalogues that can
give some ideas about where to look, but in general the binding is the sole
reliable sign of ownership. If there is co-occurrence of a Palatina binding
and a cassa number, one can be sure to have found an item that Allacci
transported to Rome. Other helpful clues are characteristic shelf marks,
handwritten personal notes, or records of Fugger inventories. In some
cases, a rare German title, or just Heidelberg as the printing place for an
item deriving, for example, from the Bibliotheca Allacii, will make a
Palatina origin likely.

elmar mittler

10

Figure 7 Print of Henricus
Stephanus from the library 

of Allacius

01 mittler_Layout 1  11/10/2011  12:51  Page 10



Such evidence helps in the quest for more dispersed books, as for
example the two items with cassa numbers bought by the University of
Heidelberg in 1989.52 They can be used for items in German libraries as
well. Investigations in Germany started with the Ottheinrich bindings in
the Stadtbibliothek of Mainz,53 and the bindings of other Electors fol -
lowed;54 the largest collection of Palatina volumes found in Mainz is, in
fact, a part of the former library of the physician Gasser, mentioned
above.55 They came via the Jesuits from Heidelberg to Mainz. The Jesuits
got the library from the Collegium Sapientiae in Heidelberg, probably in
1629, in the context of the reshaping of the University as a Catholic
institution.56 They kept the collection while staying in Heidelberg, but
they fled from there in 1633–1634/5, when King Gustav Adolf had the
upper hand in Central Europe.57 They brought the library to Mainz,
perhaps in several steps between 1637 and 1651, probably in 1649.58 We find
Heidelberg items in the former Mainz Jesuit Library as well as in the
Novitiate Library of the Upper Rhine Region. Both became part of the
University Library after the suppression of the Jesuit Order, and part of
the Stadtbibliothek of Mainz after the closure of the University. In
February 2011 I detected about 200 unknown items from Heidelberg; two
others came probably by exchange into the Martinsbibliothek of Mainz,59
at least one item came (by unknown paths) into the Pfälzische Landes -
biblio thek in Speyer.60 For similar reasons, items are found in the Stadt-
und Universitätsbibliothek in Cologne61 (some of these came to Darmstadt
via Baron Hübsch).62 In this case, Grey Friars took them from Heidel -
berg. Another location for items from Heidelberg is the Bavarian State
Library in Munich. It is certain that some items were removed when
Allacci passed through Munich on his way to Rome. The Ottheinrich
Bible and the Chorbuch are examples.63 Other items were re-collected in
the ‘new Bibliotheca Palatina’, which Elector Carl-Theodor built in
Mannheim Castle in 1756. These books were transferred to Munich in
1803–04.64

Some rather valuable remains from the Palatina were brought from
Heidelberg to Kassel a good deal earlier: the so-called ‘Kassel heritage’. In
his will, the last Calvinist Elector in Heidelberg, Karl II (1651–1685), gave
the whole collection of the new Castle Library to Karl of Hassia-Kassel. A
total of 4,500 books were brought to Kassel in 1686, including some
former ‘Palatina’ items. In this way they escaped the destruction of Heidel -
berg and its Castle by the French army in 1689 and 1693, but instead they
were for the most part lost during the Second World War.65 Some
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duplicates have been discovered, however, which had been transferred to
the University Library in Marburg.66 Three manuscripts are in Leiden and
Oxford – borrowed by Commelinus or stolen by an English soldier. Some
books have come to their present locations via strange paths.67 Sometimes
we are not able to reconstruct the way they escaped the transport to Rome,
as for example a Göttingen incunable: the former owner Hekelius in
Plauen dedicated it to his friend Gelichius in Torgau, in 1694, with the
remark that it was part of the most famous Palatina and had happily been
snatched out of the hands of the Pope68 (Fig. 8).

There are many opportunities to find additional items from the former
libraries in Heidelberg in unexpected places, but not every item was
necessarily a part of the historical Bibliotheca Palatina. For example, many
Ottheinrich bindings belonged to the Chamber Library. Some of these
books were lost when Neuburg (Danube), Ottheinrich’s residence before
he became Elector, was sacked by the Emperor’s troops in 1556. About 200
items were given as a legacy from Duke Wolfgang to Neuburg in 1559.69

However, the binding by Guillaume Plunion with the arms of Friedrich
III, which was bought by Heidelberg University Library, was never in the
Castle Library: it was a gift to an unknown person from Johann Casimir,
in order to promote Calvinist doctrine.70 And the bindings in Amberg
with the super ex libris of Ludwig VI were never in Heidelberg. They are
relics of his time as Prince-Regent in the Upper Palatinate.71
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restitution?

There were many attempts to get the Bibliotheca Palatina back to Heidel -
berg. After King Gustav Adolf had defeated the Catholic troops at Breiten -
feld (near Leipzig) in September 1631, Ludwig Camerarius dreamed that
the way was open for the return of ‘die heidelbergische Bibliothec’, but it
came to a sudden end through the death of the King in November 1632.72

The restitution of the Library after the Peace of Westphalia in 1648 failed
as well – the Pope did not sign the document. About twelve manuscripts
were copied in the Vatican Library between June 1759 and 1760 during the
reign of the Elector Carl Theodor.73 The most significant success was the
restitution of 847 German manuscripts in May 1816, along with the 39
Greek and Latin manuscripts which Napoleon had brought to Paris after
the Peace of Tolentino in 1797. These were returned to Heidel berg in
October 1815.74 At the jubilee ceremony for the 500th anniversary of its
foundation in 1886, the University of Heidelberg only received a copy of
the (unfinished) catalogue of the printed books of the Palatina in the
Vatican Library. The Codex Manesse, however, was returned from Paris in
1888.75

Assisted by a grant from the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft, the
Biblioteca Vaticana gave permission to produce microfilms and paper
copies of the Roman Palatina manuscripts, from 1959 onwards. This
allowed the now completed cataloguing activities (mentioned above) to
begin.

The Bibliotheca Palatina exhibition, from July to Novemeber 1986, at
the 600th anniversary of Heidelberg University, was undoubtedly the
most successful library exhibition in the history of libraries76 (Fig. 9). It
attracted more than 274,000 visitors. A long line stood in the Heidelberg
Haupt Straße waiting for access to the Holy Ghost Church to see the 600
manuscripts and printed books which had been brought back for five
months to the town of their origin. The catalogue was printed in 70,000
copies. An additional publication mainly dealing with the manuscripts
also sold extremely well.77 This overwhelming success was a spur for new
research. Martina Backes has given a detailed picture of literary life during
the fifteenth century,78 and Gisela Studt has dealt with the process of
legitimisation through history79 at the Court of Heidelberg. The develop -
ment from oral tradition to literacy, from the spoken to the written (and
printed) word in the late Middle Ages (and the early modern age) at the
same Court, was the subject of a research team led by Jan-Dirk Müller.80
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These publications are examples of the strategy of ‘restitution through
research’ which goes hand in hand with ‘restitution through technology’,
beginning with the microfilming of the Palatina manuscripts.81 The next
step was the microfiche edition of the printed books, a huge undertaking
which amounted to 21,103 microfiches and went on from 1989 to 1995.82

The publisher, de Gruyter Saur, is now further considering a digitised
edition. The project for digitisation of all the German Palatina manu -
scripts in Heidelberg83 has been very successfully completed with the
support of the Lautenschlager Foundation (see the paper by Karin
Zimmer   mann). In the meantime, a digitisation workstation has been
installed in the Vatican Library, which will scan the Library’s Lorsch
holdings and Palatina manuscripts as well. Perhaps it will become the
starting point for the digitisation of other Heidelberg manuscripts. This
would be the best way, finally, to solve the long-lasting discussion about
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the restitution of the Palatina and to help bring together the widely
scattered additional holdings in one digital collection. The Palatina was
called the Optimus Germaniae litteratae thesaurus; it could then become a
treasure of the worldwide research community.
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Unberechen bare Zinsen, ed. by Felix Heinzer (Stuttgart and Karlsruhe: 1993), 
p. 94.

15. http://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/cpg24
16. http://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/cpg87
17. BP 1, pp. 195 f.; 2, pp. 143–46.
18. BP 1, pp. 192 f., 2, p. 141.
19. BP 1, p. 264, 2, p. 184.
20. Die medizinischen Handschriften der Codices Palatini Latini in der Vatikanischen

Bibliothek, bearb. von Ludwig Schuba, hrsg. von Elmar Mittler (Wiesbaden:
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1981), Kataloge der Universitätsbibliothek Heidelberg, 1; Die Quadriviums-
Handschriften der Codices Palatini Latini in der Vatikanischen Bibliothek,
beschrieben von Ludwig Schuba (Wiesbaden: Reichert, 1992), Kataloge der
Universitätsbibliothek Heidelberg, 2; Die historischen und philosophischen
Handschriften der Codices Palatini Latini in der Vatikanischen Bibliothek (Cod.
Pal. Lat. 921 –1078), bearb. von Dorothea Walz, hrsg. von Veit Probst und Karin
Zimmermann (Wiesbaden: 1999), Kataloge der Universitätsbibliothek Heidel -
berg, 3; Die humanistischen Triviums- und Reformationshandschriften der Codices
Palatini Latini in der Vatikanischen Bibliothek (Cod. Pal. Lat. 1461–1914), bearb.
von Wolfgang Metzger und Veit Probst (Wiesbaden: 2002), Kataloge der
Universitätsbibliothek Heidelberg, 4. The Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft
is now also supporting the cataloguing of the German manuscripts: Die Codices
Palatini germanici in der Universitätsbibliothek Heidelberg (Cod. Pal. germ. 1–181),
bearb. von Karin Zimmermann unter Mitwirkung von Sonja Glauch, Matthias
Miller und Armin Schlechter (Wiesbaden: 2003), Kataloge der Universitäts -
bibliothek Heidelberg, 6; Die Codices Palatini germanici in der Universitäts -
bibliothek Heidelberg (Cod. Pal. germ. 182–303), bearb. von Matthias Miller und
Karin Zimmermann (Wiesbaden: 2005), Kataloge der Universitätsbibliothek
Heidelberg, 7; Die Codices Palatini germanici in der Universitätsbibliothek
Heidel  berg (Cod. Pal. germ. 304–495), bearb. von Karin Zimmermann und
Matthias Miller (Wiesbaden: 2007), Kataloge der Universitätsbibliothek
Heidel  berg, 8.

21. BP 1, pp. 26 f.
22. Ilse Schunke: Die Einbände der Palatina in der Vatikanischen Bibliothek, 3 vols

(Città del Vaticano: Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, 1962), Studi e testi 
216–218, vol. 2, pp. 296–97.

23. BP 1, p. 222; 2, p. 166.
24. BP 1, pp. 225 f.; 2, pp. 167–68.
25. BP 1, pp. 244 f.; 2, p. 172.
26. BP 1, pp. 462 f.
27. BP 1, pp. 526–34; 2, pp. 324–28.
28. Cod. Pal. Lat. 1949. BP 1, p. 675.
29. BP 1, p. 471.
30. But we know that Allacci’s catalogue of the Greek manuscripts (Cod. Barb. Gr.

202; Cod. Vat. Lat. 13229) integrated them into the sequence of the Vatican
Greek collection, but they were later arranged in accordance with the original
Heidelberg sequence known through the catalogue of Sylburg, see also BP 1,
pp. 476 and 437 f.

31. See BP 1, p. 474 for details.
32. E.g. Cod. Vat. Lat. 6444, from Frankenthal. Aliza Cohen-Muslim, A medieval

scriptorium. Sancta Maria Magdalena de Frankenthal (Wiesbaden: 1990). BP 1,
pp. 213–16, recently identified as Cod. Vat. Lat. 8966 with the case number 
C 174.
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33. Levi della Vida, Ricerche sulla formazione del più antico fondo dei manoscritti
orientali della Biblioteca Vaticana (Città del Vaticano: 1939).

34. H. Cassutto, Manoscritti Palatini ebraici della Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana e la
loro storia (Città del Vaticano: 1935).

35. A. Dzurova, K Stanzev, and M. Japundzie, Catalogo dei manosritti slavi della
Biblioteca Vaticana (Sofia: 1985).

36. Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana (BAV), Arch. Bibl. 10, fol. 253–54r and 267. See
also: Elmar Mittler, ‘Die Mikroficheedition der Druckschriften der
“Bibliotheca Palatina”’, in: Bibliotheca Palatina. Katalog und Register zur
Mikroficheausgabe. Druckschriften der „Bibliotheca Palatina“, ed. Elmar Mittler,
4 vols (München: 1999), vol. 1, XIII (cited as Mittler, Katalog Mikrofiche -
edition).

37. BAV, Arch. Bibl. 10, 22r–24r and 26r–37r (April), and Arch. Barb., Indice, II,
291 (Mai).

38. See the list in Schunke, vol. 2, 783–89; Mittler, Katalog Mikroficheedition, vol. 2,
pp. 202–17. Some of the bindings are described by Manfred Bachmann,
‘Bucheinbände aus südwestdeutschen Werkstätten im Fondo Barberini der
Vatikanischen Bibliothek’, in: Biblothek und Wissenschaft 31 (1998), pp. 128–210.

39. Bibliotheca Palatina. Druckschriften – Stampati Palatini – Printed Books, Mikro -
fiche ausgabe (21.103 fiches), ed. Leonard Boyle and Elmar Mittler (1989–1995).

40.BAV, Arch. Bibl. 10. 39r–57r
41. Schunke, vol. 2, pp. 799–801; Mittler, Katalog Mikroficheedition, pp. 216–19.
42. BAV, Arch. Bibl. 10, 38r–65r and 68r–75.
43. See Mittler, Katalog Mikroficheedition, vol. 1, p. XIII.
44. Margherita Palumbo, ‘„In ultima vero omnes Libri prohibiti …“. Zu

Einstellung der Palatini im Archiv des Heiligen Offiziums’, in: Bibliothek und
Wissenschaft, 42 (2009), pp. 107–14, especially p. 113.

45. See Piccarda Quilici, Legature antiche e di pregio, sec. XIV–XVIII. Catalogo, 
2 vols (Roma: Ministerio di Beni culturale. Biblioteca Casanatense, 1995), 
vol. 1, pp. 27–48 and 265–92.

46. Mittler, Katalog Mikroficheedition, vol. 1, p. XIV.
47. Mittler, Katalog Mikroficheedition, vol. 1, p. XV.
48. Mittler, Katalog Mikroficheedition, vol. 1, pp. XIV f.
49. Mittler, Katalog Mikroficheedition, vol. 1, p. XVI.
50. Details: Mittler, Katalog Mikroficheedition, vol. 1, pp. XIV f.
51. Mittler, Katalog Mikroficheedition, vol. 3, pp. 327–29.
52. Mittler, Katalog Mikroficheedition, vol. 1, p. XVI.
53. H. Presser, ‘Unbekannte Ottheinrich-Bände in Mainz’, in: Gutenberg-Jahrbuch

30 (1955), pp. 281–90; Annelen Ottermann, ‘4 Ottheinrichbände in der Stadt -
bibliothek Mainz’, in: Gutenberg-Jahrbuch 66 (1991), pp. 344–50
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54. H. Presser, ‘Einbände der Nachfolger Ottheinrichs in Mainz’, in: Gutenberg-
Jahrbuch 31 (1956), pp. 331–40.

55. K. Niebler, Bücher aus der Bibliothek des Augsburger Humanisten Achilles Pirmin
Gasser (1505–1577), (Köln: Bibliothekar-Lehrinstitut, 1973).

56. Robert Zepf, Die Bibliothek des Heidelberg Collegium Sapientiae zu Beginn des
Dreißigjährigen Krieges. Eine Untersuchung an Hand des Kataloges von 1621.
Hausarbeit zur Prüfung für den Höheren Bibliotheksdienst. Fachhochschule
Köln. Fachbereich Bibliotheks- und Informationswesen, 2 vols (Köln: 2000),
1, pp. 130 ff.

57. Zepf, 1, p. 132.
58. Zepf, 1, pp. 133–34.
59. Franz S. Pelgen found these items with the super ex-libris of Ottheinrich and

Friedrich III; I could not detect additional items when checking the library
holdings in February 2011.

60. Armin Schlechter, Augenweide und Schutz. Einbände des 15. bis 17. Jahrhunderts.
Aus den Beständen der Pfälzischen Landesbibliothek Speyer (Koblenz: 2010), 
pp. 58 f. (Ottheinrich binding from 1557); there is another item with a binding
for Friedrich III (pp. 60 f.).

61. Paul Holtermann. ‘Einige Bände von Pfälzer Kurfürsten in der Kölner
Universitäts- und Stadtbibliothek’, in: Archiv für Buchbinderei 30 (1930), 
pp. 133–35; Günter Quarg, Heidelbergae nunc Coloniae. Palatina-Bände der
Universitäts- und Stadtbibliothek Köln (Köln: 1998).

62. Adolf Schmidt, ‘Beiträge zur Geschichte der Bibliothek des Franziskaner -
klosters zu den Oliven in Köln’, in: Zentralblatt für Bibliothekswesen 22 (1905),
pp. 523–29.

63. BP 1: 491–93.
64. BP 1: 482 and 2: 305, shows an example with the inscription ‘Churfürstlicher

Pfältzischer Biblioteck wider zugestellt Anno MDCCLXXV’ on the orna -
mental title.

65. BP 1: 489–91, describes the ‘Notae Tironis’ manuscript which was saved; A.
Duncker, ‘Die Erwerbung der Pfälzer Hofbibliothek durch den Landgrafen
Karl von Hessen-Kassel i J. 1686’, in: Zentralblatt für Bibliothekswesen 2 (1855),
pp. 213–25; H. Broszinski and K. Wiedemann, ‘Ein alt verunzelt buchlin’, in: De
captu lectoris. Wirkungen des Buches im 15. und 16. Jahrhundert, ed. W. Milde
(Berlin: 1988), pp. 39–50.

66. Beute und Erbe: Spuren ungewöhnlicher Bücherwanderungen; eine Ausstellung der
Universitätsbibliothek Marburg vom 27. April bis 30 Mai 1999 [Ausstellung und
Katalog: Margret Lemberg] (Marburg: Universitätsbibliothek, 1999).

67. See BP 1: 484 f. and 488.
68. 4 Auct. Lat. I, 795; Helmut Kind, Incunabula Gottingensia. Inkunabelkatalog

der Niedersächsischen Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek Göttingen (Wiesbaden:
1995), vol. 1, p. 193: Nonius [Marcellus]: De proprietate Latini sermonis. Parma:
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[Drucker des Hieronymus, Epistulae], 1480, 2o: ‘VIRO Plurimum Reverendo,
Amplissimo atque Præcellentissimo, Domino M. IOH. ANDREAE
GLEICHIO, Theologo et Philologo egregio, ut et Ecclesiae Torgensis V. D.
Ministro vigilantissimo, Affini meo atque Fautori plurimum observando et
colendo Librum hunc omnino rarum et carum, immo charum quoque,
eumque ex celeberrima Bibliotheca Palatina vetere olim, tanquam è naufragio,
ereptum atque ex Pontificiis manibus feliciter unà cum paucis aliis liberatum,
mirumque (attamen honestum atque laboriosum) in modum mihi jampridem
proprium redditum, pro aureo, multisque chartaceis hactenus mihi missis
muneribus levidensis antidorou locô mittere debens volui Plaviâ Torgam ego
Io. Fridericus Hekelius MM’. Provenance: (Fol. 1 a, see above) 1. Bibliotheca
Palatina, Heidelberg. 2. Io. Fridericus Hekelius (1694). 3. Ioh. Andreas
Gleichius (1694). 4. E. G. Becker (1774). – 2) Festus, Sextus Pompeius: De
verborum significatione. [1480] (Nr 362); 3) Varro, Marcus Terentius: De
lingua Latina. Parma, 11. XII. 1480. (Nr 633); see also: Helmut Kind,
‘Bucheintragungen im Zeitalter der Glaubensspaltung’, in: De captu lectoris.
Wirkungen des Buches im 15. und 16. Jahrhundert, ed. W. Milde (Berlin: 1988),
pp. 167–82: pp. 174–76.

69. See Karl Schottenloher, Pfalzgraf Ottheinrich und das Buch (Münster: 1927),
pp. 17 ff.; for a newly found Ottheinrich binding, see Eckehart Döbler, ‘Ein
bisher unbeachteter Ottheinrich-Einband’, in: Studien zum Buch- und Biblio -
theks wesen, 9 (1995), pp. 32–36; about Neuburg, see: Bettina Wagner, ‘Die
Ottheinrich-Einbände in Neuburg an der Donau’, in: Einbandforschung.
Informations blatt des Arbeitskreises für die Erfassung und Erschließung Historischer
Bucheinbände (AEB), Heft 11 (Oktober 2002), pp. 17–27; Reimar Hartge, ‘Die
unsterbliche Palatina im Spiegel eines einzelnen wiederentdeckten klassischen
Ottheinrich-Einbands: Pionierstück des Buchbinders Jörg Bernhard aus dem
Jahr 1550’, in: Hartge, Reimar: Buchgeschichtsphilosophische Betrachtungen (Essen:
2009), pp. 5–14.

70. See Elmar Mittler, ‘Bibliothek im Wandel’, in: Heidelberg. Geschichte und Gestalt
(Heidelberg: 1996), pp. 325–61, especially p. 343.

71. Josef Mayr, ‘Ein Palatina-Band in der Universitätsbibliothek Erlangen-
Nürnberg’, in: Bibliotheksforum Bayern, 15 (1987), pp. 24–33.

72. BP 1: 472.
73. BP 1: 480 f.
74. Elmar Mittler, Mit der Zeit. Die Kurfürsten von der Pfalz und die Bibliotheca

Palatina (Wiesbaden: 1986), p. 45; for the special case of the Anthologia
Palatina see also BP 1: 485–87.

75. Elmar Mittler, ‘Die Rückführung’, in: Codex Manesse. Katalog zur Ausstellung
(Heidelberg: 1988), pp. 22–63.

76. Elmar Mittler, ‘Bibliotheca Palatina. Ausstellung der Universität Heidelberg in
Zusammenarbeit mit der Bibliotheca Apostolica Vaticana 8.7. – 30.11.1986 in
der Heiliggeistkirche’, in: Die Sechshundertjahrfeier der Ruprecht-Karls-
Universität Heidelberg, ed. Eike Wolgast, pp. 289–93.
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77. Walter Berschin, Die Palatina in der Vaticana. Eine deutsche Bibliothek in Rom
(Stuttgart: 1992).

78. Martina Backes, Das literarische Leben am Kurpfälzischen Hof zu Heidelberg im
15. Jahrhundert. Ein Beitrag zur Gönnerforschung des Spätmittelalters (Tübingen:
1992).

79. Birgit Studt, Fürstenhof und Geschichte: Legitimation durch Überlieferung (Köln:
1992), Norm und Struktur, 2.

80. Wisssen für den Hof. Der spätmittelalterliche Verschriftungsprozess am Beispiel
Heidelberg insbesondere im 15. Jahrhundert, ed. Jan-Dirk Müller (München:
1994), Münstersche Mittelalter-Schriften, 67.

81. See also: Elmar Mittler, ‘Wiedergewinnung durch Wissenschaft und Technik.
Die europäische Buchkultur zwischen Original und Internetportal’, in: Zur
Erforschung mittelalterlicher Bibliotheken. Chancen, Entwicklungen, Perspektiven
(Frankfurt (Main): 2009), pp. 291–304.

82. Mittler. Katalog Mikroficheedition, vol. 1, pp. XVIII f.
83. http://palatina-digital.uni-hd.de

elmar mittler

20

01 mittler_Layout 1  11/10/2011  12:51  Page 20


	Mittler_Bibliotheca palatina_Kopenhagen_00_Cover
	01 mittler


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 200
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 500
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 200
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 500
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 500
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1270
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /ENG ()
    /ENU (Settings for supplying PDFs to Henry Ling Limited)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2540 2540]
  /PageSize [1133.800 1133.800]
>> setpagedevice



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 200
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 500
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 200
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 500
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 500
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1270
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /ENG ()
    /ENU (Settings for supplying PDFs to Henry Ling Limited)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2540 2540]
  /PageSize [1133.800 1133.800]
>> setpagedevice


